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Cartoonist’s take

ANGEL BOLIGAN — EL UNIVERSAL, MEXICO CITY

By Dan Jacobson  
and Jeff Hunerlach

As Californians hunker down 
during the current COVID-19 
crisis, it’s worth remembering 
an uncomfortable truth: Cli-
mate change presents a global 
threat of much more wide-scale 
and long-term impact. Sea lev-
els may not be rising as sud-
denly as coronavirus is spread-
ing, but in both crises we need 
leadership, planning, and — 
most important — action.

The governor’s new economic 
recovery task force, which is 
looking for ways to jump-start 
the state’s cratering economy, 
would do well to combine this 
task with helping the state 
meet its ambitious goals for 
fighting climate change. One of 
the answers on both counts is 
to move forward on developing 
offshore wind power.

California has long been a 
world leader in renewable en-
ergy, investing in wind, solar, 
and other renewables to cre-
ate an energy system that is 
40 percent cleaner than it was 
a decade ago. The state hit its 
2020 carbon emissions goals 

early, created tens of thousands 
of green jobs, and helped spur 
the global fight against climate 
change.

But that was the easy part. 
New studies show California 
may fall short of its climate tar-
gets in coming years unless it 
can find ways to nearly double 
the past decade of emissions re-
ductions. The state’s long-term 
goals, including transitioning 
to 100 percent clean energy by 
2045, will be even more chal-
lenging to achieve and will re-
quire up to six times more re-
newable energy than used today.

A key way to resolve this is 
to harness the steady winds 
blowing across the Pacific, 
which have the energy poten-
tial to supply almost a third of 
the state’s total energy use dur-
ing peak demand periods.

The federal and state gov-
ernments have determined off-
shore wind power generation 
to be a viable option, and have 
identified optimal sites off the 
North Coast and near Morro 
Bay. What’s needed now is for 
the state to jumpstart the in-
dustry and provide funding to 
prepare ports, the workforce, 
and transmission system.

Offshore wind means jobs — 
lots of them: Tapping 10 giga-
watts of energy off the coast 
would generate an extensive 
supply chain in manufacturing, 
assembly, installation, opera-
tions and maintenance of the 
new wind farms. This would 
create 15,000 or more green 
jobs, many of them in regions 
that now lack well paying eco-
nomic opportunities. It would 
require a highly skilled and 
trained workforce in the build-
ing, construction, and mari-
time trades — which the exist-
ing, well-developed system of 
state-certified apprenticeship 
programs is well suited to pro-
vide. These skill sets are highly 
transferrable, which means 
they can serve other industries 
in construction, manufactur-
ing, and port and marine ser-
vices.

Offshore wind should be pri-
oritized for state and federal 
economic stimulus funding in 
several ways:

Ports: These will be the 
mother lode of jobs and eco-
nomic creation. The state needs 
to spur work to plan and de-
velop seaport facilities, espe-
cially at the spectacularly sited 

wasteland at the Port of Hum-
boldt Bay. That site is ripe 
for industrial rebirth: hun-
dreds of acres of unused docks 
and empty industrial build-
ings at a deep-water anchorage, 
all abandoned by the region’s 
once-powerful lumber and pulp 
industries.

Transmission: Offshore 
power will be able to reuse 
transmission nodes such as 
at the Diablo Canyon nuclear 
power plant, scheduled to be 
mothballed in 2025. But for 
starters, upgrades should be 
made to the Humboldt County 
regional electrical transmission 
system to support the state’s 
initial wind farms off the North 
Coast.

Environmental impact: 
While much important re-
search has been done to ana-
lyze the potential impacts of 
offshore wind development on 
fish, marine mammals and sea-
birds, more work is done to as-
sess these impacts and design 
mitigation strategies.

Goals: Because wind energy 
companies need certainty to be 
able to invest billions of dollars 
in California, the state needs to 
provide overall policy guidance 

by adopting targets for develop-
ment of California wind, such 
as 10 gigawatts by 2040.

Support for offshore wind in-
frastructure would be an ideal 
complement of any economic 
stimulus package.

Gov. Newsom often speaks 
optimistically about making 
investments in the future of 
work that will restore the “Cal-
ifornia Dream” — allowing the 
state to serve, as it did in years 
past, as a manufacturing hub 
for the world, with good jobs, 
high wages, and a strong mid-
dle class. California’s economic 
recovery task force should look 
to offshore wind as one of our 
best chances to return to that 
— allowing the state to build 
a new manufacturing base, a 
new skilled and trained work-
force, and a new industry that 
can supply energy and techno-
logical components across the 
entire Pacific Rim.

Dan Jacobson is state director 
of Environment California, 
and Jeff Hunerlach is 
secretary-treasurer of the 
Humboldt-Del Norte Building 
and Construction Trades 
Council.
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For North Coast economic recovery, look to offshore wind

By Richard Jeans

The United States has been 
suffering the coronavirus for 
about three months now and 
still, no one is certain when it 
will peak or when we can all re-
turn to our normal way of life.

One thing is certain, though, 
those who have 20-20 hindsight 
are eager to find someone to 
blame for our condition. They 
excoriate others for not having 
the vision that they profess to 
have had and act as if they, and 
they alone, really understood 
the gravity of the situation. 
As the financial crisis deepens 
along with the pandemic, they 
have found even more fodder 
for their rants, in that anyone 
who considers the easing of re-
strictions on travel or on quar-
antine in the interest of salvag-
ing the economy simply doesn’t 
care if people die as a result.

These arguments are easy for 
those who bear no responsibil-
ity for what the outcome of such 

decisions might be. The severity 
of the pandemic and its effects 
were unknown at its onset and 
there is still much to be learned 
as we accumulate more infor-
mation about it. We don’t know 
how long it will last nor do we 
know what the death rate will 
ultimately be. 

There is one thing, however, 
that we do know: every day that 
quarantines and travel restric-
tions are in place, jobs are lost 
and businesses are nearing fail-
ure. Many of those that do fail 
will not be resurrected.

Jobless people often be-
come homeless people, they be-
come hungry people, and they 
become desperate, often sui-
cidal. Jobless people will suf-
fer more illnesses due to mal-
nutrition and exposure. There 
will, therefore, if restrictions re-
main in place, be an increased 
death rate, not related to the 
pandemic. No one today can 
predict what this death rate 
will be, but as the financial cri-

sis deepens, we know it will be 
substantial.

Who, then, has to make the 
Solomon-like decision to open 
up the economy, possibly at the 
cost of lives to the pandemic, to 
save lives from the crumbling 
economy? Neither our state 
nor federal legislatures can re-
act fast enough to manage the 
rapidly changing situation in 
which we find ourselves. Those 
who have to make the hard de-
cisions do not enjoy any form 
of anonymity or the comfort of 
participating in a group deci-
sion. I can think of no one who 
would want this responsibil-
ity. Who could sleep at night if 
they had to make such choices? 
It’s easy to be critical, exercis-
ing 20-20 hindsight and spec-
ulative foresight, of those who 
must make these most difficult 
decisions. They deserve more 
respect.

Richard Jeans resides in 
Eureka.
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20-20 hindsight and our corona-crisis

By Gloria Oladipo

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
spreads, many rural commu-
nities are in a uniquely diffi-
cult position.

According to Kaiser Health 
News, nearly 80 percent of 
rural America is catego-
rized as a “medical desert,” 
meaning the nearest hospi-
tal is more than 60 minutes 
away. These hospitals are also 
much harder pressed to come 
up with ventilators and per-
sonal protective equipment 
for practitioners — and not 
to mention COVID-19 tests, 
which are in short supply ev-
erywhere.

Health care in rural Amer-
ica was in crisis well before 
the outbreak, with higher un-
insurance rates in the coun-
tryside limiting access to 
care and financially under-
mining health facilities. De-
spite legislation giving finan-
cial relief to some hospitals, 
over 350 rural hospitals re-
main at high risk of closing.

Rural communities are at 
risk of severe outbreaks for 
other reasons as well.

For one, many rural com-
munities lack reliable broad-
band connections. With so 
much COVID-19 information 
being transmitted via the in-
ternet, some rural residents 
may miss out on key updates.

Rural residents are also 
typically older, putting them 
at higher risk of dying from 
COVID-19. And they dispro-
portionately lack access to 
healthy food and other ne-
cessities, which have become 
only more scarce in the pan-
demic.

Given the various risk fac-
tors associated with rural 
communities, a coronavirus 
outbreak in rural communi-
ties would be catastrophic. 
However, some government 
officials have not shown ur-
gency.

For one, despite warnings 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
on a potential “second wave” 
of COVID-19 infections, some 
governments are easing so-

cial distancing mandates. For 
example, Georgia Governor 
Brian Kemp is allowing non-
essential businesses to re-
open.

Meanwhile, the federal re-
sponse to COVID-19 has ut-
terly failed. In addition to 
failing to expand severely 
limited U.S. testing supplies, 
the White House has not kept 
its promises to provide more 
protective equipment or con-
trol misinformation.

Indeed, it’s been issuing 
a steady stream of its own 
misinformation, prompting 
warnings from health offi-
cials that no, you should not 
inject bleach to treat coro-
navirus. A direct conse-
quence of Trump’s careless-
ness has been a steady in-
crease of emergency room 
visits and poison control calls 
for bleach ingestion.

Rural communities cannot 
afford to be neglected during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Gov-
ernments at all levels must 
coordinate their efforts to ed-
ucate, protect, and care for 
rural residents during this 
uncertain time.

In addition to continuing 
and strengthening local so-
cial distancing orders, lo-
cal governments must con-
tinue making resources 
— like food, shelter, and med-
ical supplies — accessible and 
free. Accurate information on 
COVID-19 must also be made 
accessible, especially for ru-
ral residents without an in-
ternet connection.

In addition to government 
help for rural hospitals, tem-
porary and affordable clin-
ics should be created in high-
risk areas with limited hos-
pitals. Nationally, testing and 
protective equipment such as 
masks and gloves should be 
readily available regardless of 
one’s location.

The response to COVD-19 
will be a true test in capabil-
ity, resilience, and crisis-plan-
ning for all those in positions 
of power. 

The neglect of rural com-
munities during this pan-
demic is yet another way this 
nation’s COVID-19 response 
continues to fail.

Gloria Oladipo is a student 
at Cornell University. She 
can be found writing and 
fighting @gaoladipo on 
Twitter. Distributed by 
OtherWords.org.
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Rural Americans 
deserve a real  
COVID-19 response

How to have your say: Letters to the editor should be no more than 250 words and 
My Word submissions should be no more than 750 words. All submissions must include 
your true name, address and daytime phone number for verification. Not all submis-
sions are published. Send to Marc Valles, managing editor. Emails are preferred.

Email: 
letters@times-standard.com 
Mail to: Letters to the Times-Standard, 
930 Sixth St., Eureka, CA  95501

Phone:  
707-441-0507 
Fax:  
707-441-0501

Facebook: Leave 
comments at 
FACEBOOK.COM/ 
TIMESSTANDARD

Twitter:  
Follow and  
send tweets to 
@EUREKATS 

John Richmond, Publisher
Marc Valles, Managing Editor

Serving Eureka and Humboldt County

EDITORIAL BOARD

Health care in rural 
America was in 
crisis well before 
the outbreak ... .

OPINION
»    times-standard.comThursday, April 30, 2020 » MORE AT FACEBOOK.COM/TIMESSTANDARD  AND TWITTER.COM/EUREKATS

A4

 


